The last two decades have seen a strong swing towards preservation of some of the sphincters of the alimentary tract, namely, the pyloric and anal sphincters, while at the same time there has been increasing "vandalism" of the sphincter at the distal end of the common bile duct. 
sphincterotomy reflux of duodenal chyme occurs in most patients; aerobilia is seen in half and bacterobilia in all2. The results of surgical sphincterotomy are similar. The majority of these patients with bacterobilia do not develop classical symptoms of ascending cholangitis, namely pain, pyrexia, rigors and jaundice but 20 
